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Post media pressure Shiv 
Sena’s Ravindra Waikar and 
BJP’s Pankaja Munde resigns 
from private Companies 

Following a media report disclosing conflicting roles of 
various ministers from Maharashtra, many ministers have 
step down from their conflicting private businesses and 
firms.  

The model code of conduct for ministers says a minister, 
within two months of assuming office, should sever all 
connections, short of divesting himself of ownership, with 
the conduct and management of any business that he was 
interested in before being appointed minister. It says that 
the minister may transfer his interest, and even ownership 
and management to any adult relative associated with the 
conduct or management of the business, except the 
spouse. 

Recent on the list are Shiv Sena’s Ravindra Waikar and 
BJP’s Pankaja Munde. Pankaja Munde, minister for 
womenand child development, rural development, water 
conservation and employment guarantee scheme, 
resigned from two private firms in which she was a 
director. 

Shiv Sena’s Ravindra Waikar, minister for housing, who 
was on the board of a firm operating in the housing, also 
claimed that he has expressed that he wants to resign from 
Icchapurti Infrastructure Pvt Ltd. 

Stepping down of ministers from their conflicting roles in 
private firm is a result of media’s proactive investigation 
and reporting.  

Link: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india‐news‐
india/under‐conflict‐cloud‐2‐more‐maharashtra‐ministers‐
bjps‐pankaja‐munde‐and‐senas‐waikar‐give‐up‐pvt‐posts/  

National Academy of 
Sciences, Washington DC 

under scanner for producing 
biased GMO research 

The National Academy of Sciences, based in 
Washington D.C works on agricultural biotechnology 
focusing GMOs is under scanners by the farmers and public 
interest groups. 

The study is being alleged to lack of balance, 
perspective and independence among experts chosen to 
carry out a taxpayer‐funded National Academy study. The 
Academy’s findings will likely shape how food is produced 
in the future.  

However, at least six of the 13 committee members 
elected have financial conflicts of interests with the 
biotech industry, four of which are not publicly disclosed. 
The expert committee is said to have large presence of 
industry supporters in the Academy’s work. 

According to Food & Water Watch report no 
precautionary principle or critics of industry practices were 
invited to participate as committee members. Similarly, no 
farmers or farmer groups—nor consumers or consumer 
groups—were invited, even though the focus of the 
Academy’s work is on agricultural biotechnology and food 
products. Interestingly the Academy receives millions of 
dollars in donations from biotech companies and allows 
industry representatives to sit on high‐level boards 
overseeing operations. 

According to Tim Schwab, Senior Researcher at Food 
and Water Watch, the Academy has fallen short on 
congress rules and regulations on avoiding bias and is 
producing one sided research work.  
Link: http://inthesetimes.com/rural‐
america/entry/19256/gmo‐regulation‐national‐academy‐
of‐sciences‐agricultural‐biotechnology  
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